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If a tree falls in the forest when you cut it, do you know which direction it will fall?  Peter J. Smallidge, NYS Extension Forester and Director Arnot Teaching and Research Forest, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY. March 2007.
Has this happened to you?…attired with appropriate chainsaw safety equipment you walk to a tree destined for the firewood pile.  You notice an opening in the forest canopy into which you could fell the tree, but alas the tree is leaning in another direction.  You hope against hope the tree might fall towards the opening, but reality strikes and you pinch your saw and hang the tree.   Unfortunately, this scenario and worse happens repeatedly each year.  Take heart, your luck is about to change especially if you complete a Game of Logging training.  You will then know how to evaluate your ability and the lean of the tree to know if you can move the crown of the tree against gravity and into a forest canopy opening.  You will learn how to work through your felling plan and execute a perfect tree fall knowing how to avoid hanging the tree and the associated headaches, risks and hazards.  

Unfortunately, most forest owners and other chainsaw users have never had a safety course, much less a course in directional felling that provides safety plus productivity training.  What more could you ask for in a course?  Here’s what…include some training on chainsaw chain and engine maintenance for the full benefit of safe and productive woods work.  Add to that small classes sizes and the fact that every participant gets hands-on instruction.  Through educational programs such as exist at the Cornell University’s Arnot Forest the opportunity for this type of training exists.  The program, Game of Logging for Landowners, teaches forest owners the skills they need to go from beginner to accomplished tree feller.  Sessions are limited in class size to allow individual attention from the certified instructor.  At the Arnot Forest, NYFOA members receive a substantial price discount.

I know that a thorough working knowledge of directional felling is essential for safe and productive work in the woods.  I have participated in three levels of the Game of Logging training.  I use the skills in management and research throughout the state.  My wife and I use the skills in our woodlot.  The training is mandatory for people who work at the Arnot Forest.  The skills you learn in saw sharpening and maintenance more than pay for the cost of the course.  But don’t take my word, listen to some testimonials from people who have taken and now use the skills that come with directional felling. 
Testimonial 1 (Ron Pedersen)

The Game of Logging should be required at a young age, like driver training or hunter safety for a big game license. My chaps and helmet probably used to feel out of it, but now they are in use whenever there is action. I'm fortunate I am in one piece and was able to take GOL 60 years later than I should have. Directional felling is now a fun challenge, no longer a complete mystery, and when I miss, the stump usually shows me why.  Safety and know how – that is sustainable.  I can’t imagine anyone not thinking that GOL isn’t a great value! 
Testimonial 2 (Chuck Winship)

We, at Sugarbush Hollow, a maple syrup operation, will not let any one use a chainsaw in our woods with out first taking the Game of Logging course. We do extensive timber stand improvement even among our tubing systems. The course, with its various levels, provides each of us with the right safety procedures which enables us to have the necessary confidence and skills in handling the most dangerous tool invented by mankind. We have the ability to make the felling of trees efficient from a time and effort point of view.   The trees fall where we want them with out hanging up or damaging the residual trees as well as avoiding the tubing systems. The course is fun and taught by a person who can hold your interest all day.  Those of us new to a chainsaw, men and women, can safely and effectively compete against those who have chainsaw for years with out this training.

Testimonial 3 (Tim Levatich)

Game of Logging 1 and 2 have radically improved my felling work.  I now have a quick step-by-step system and the proper techniques to get any tree down to the ground.  I feel much safer and I work more efficiently, so I can get more done with my limited time.  The courses I've already taken are well worth the fees paid - it's hands-on training with individual attention and real skills learned.  I'm planning to take GOL 3!
Testimonial 4 (Mike Farrell)

Although I was trained as a forester, my chainsaw skills were very limited before taking GOL. Whereas I used to just mark the trees to be cut and let someone else do the felling, I now have the confidence and skills to do the actual cutting when implementing thinning operations.


These forest owners have described how they have benefited from Game of Logging for landowners course.  Levels I, II, and III are offered each year through Cornell’s ForestConnect program and in some offices of Cornell Cooperative Extension.  Each level is required before attending the next level.  For more information or to register visit: www.ForestConnect.info or call 607 255 2115.  Class size is limited and spaces fill quickly.  
